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What is MT DPHHS doing about this outbreak?  
MT DPHHS is working with local, state and federal health officials as they continue to interview 
people who were diagnosed with Salmonella to identify possible sources of infection. A recall 
notice has been published by FDA and MT DPHHS asked local sanitarians to verify that recalled 
cucumbers from Andrew & Williamson have been removed from commerce. An import notice 
was issued on 9/14/15 and prevents any cucumbers to be imported into the U.S. from Rancho 
Don Juanito while the alert is active. 
 
How many cases are in Montana and where are they? 
In Montana 15 confirmed cases were reported in the following 10 counties: Cascade, Chouteau, 
Fergus, Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis & Clark, Park, Musselshell, Valley and Yellowstone Counties. 
Ages range from 1-84 years with a median of 31 years. Fifty-seven percent are male. Two 
people were hospitalized and no deaths have been reported in Montana. One additional person 
became ill in Montana, but resides in a different state, therefore is not counted as a Montana 
case. Estimated illness onsets for Montana cases range from 7/26/2015 to 9/3/2015 (see epi 
curve). 
 

 
 

 
How do I know the cucumbers I have are safe to eat? 
A list of stores that received recalled cucumbers is available here. Please note this list is not 
complete. Information regarding stores and retailers that may have received the recalled item 
continue to be updated as they become available.  Please contact your local sanitarian or retail 
store if you are not sure about the cucumbers you have purchased.  If you are in doubt, don’t 
eat, serve or sell the cucumbers and throw them out. 
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Illness Onset Date (including estimated onset dates = dashed line)

Salmonella Poona Outbreak Montana (10/14/2015)

http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/foodborne/outbreaks
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Which cucumbers are safe to eat? 
At this time, only cucumbers from Andrew & Williamson limited edition slicer cucumber have 
been recalled. Cucumbers that are locally grown (within the United States) and cucumbers from 
other distributors not receiving product from the implicated farm in Mexico (Rancho Don 
Juanito in Mexico) are not believed to be part of this outbreak and considered safe for 
consumption. However, we urge consumers to wash all fruits and vegetables before 
consumption as contamination can occur at any point during growth, harvest and distribution. 
 
How do I know the product is gone from shelves? 
A recall notice was issued by FDA on 9/4/2015. Many stores received recall notices on or shortly 
after September 4th, prompting them to remove the recalled cucumbers within 24 hours. Local 
sanitarians have been following up with individual stores for which we have information 
confirming that cucumbers have been removed from commerce. A list of stores is available 
here. Information regarding stores and retailers that may have received the recalled item 
continue to be updated as they become available. Additionally, several import alerts prevent 
cucumbers being imported to the U.S. from Rancho Don Juanito while the alerts are active. 
Please contact your local sanitarian or retail store if you are not sure about the cucumbers you 
have purchased.  If you are in doubt, don’t eat, serve or sell the cucumbers and throw them 
out. 
 
I ate the recalled cucumbers and now I feel sick. What should I do? 
If you consumed the recalled cucumbers are became ill with diarrhea, abdominal cramps and 
fever for a few days and within 6-72 hours after eating the cucumbers or have any concerns 
regarding this illness, please consult with your provider.  
 

 

http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/foodborne/outbreaks

